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“The Arabian Nights’ combines comedy, drama

Catalina Zhao
NEWS EDITOR

Set against the backdrop of
Baghdad in A.D. 700, Mary Zim-
mermans play “The Arabian
Nights” depicts the story of King
Shahryar, who kills his wife after
he finds out that she cheated on
him. Betrayed and murderous, he
decides to marry a virgin girl every

to five characters and bring the
stories Scheherazade narrates to
life. According to student direc-
tor junior Holly Wright, this year’s
play will call on the audience to use
their own imaginations. “Gunn has
never put on a production quite
like “The Arabian Nights, Wright
said. “This play, unlike the previ-
ous ones Gunn has done, is up for
much more interpretation. It’s also

night, make very emotional”
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For its annual fall production,
the theater department has chosen
to embark on the gripping journey
of Shahryar and Scheherazade.
This play is ensemble-based; all 18
cast members are on stage for the
whole play. They each play three

—senior Andrea Allen

knitting  together
this progression of
stories so that [the play] is one pro-
duction,” Director Jim Shelby said.
“It shouldn't feel disjointed like a
bunch of little stories. It needs to
flow from one story to another. By
the end, the audience should have a
cohesive feeling about it The play
will also feature music from drums
and woodwind instruments, sing-
ing and dancing.

The inspiration for this year’s
play comes from Shelby’s love for
Zimmerman’s works. After he saw

a performance of the play three
years ago, he knew that one day he
would direct a production of it.

According to both Shelby and
Wright, the cast is making prog-
ress in unifying all the different
aspects of the play. Since Shelby
picked the cast based on character
flexibility, cohesiveness with the
other actors and the need to tell
a story, the actors work hard to
maximize these traits in the play
and during the rehearsals. During
their daily rehearsals, they par-
ticipate in various technical exer-
cises to build their characters and
balance the activity of 18 people
on stage. “Everyone comes to re-
hearsal everyday with something
new and with great energy,” senior
Eugene Fry, who plays Shahryar,
said. “We're able to feed off of each
other. When it comes time for
opening night, [the play is] going
to be fantastic

Shelby also hopes that the play
will help the audience members
reflect on the city of Baghdad in
the play versus the present-day
one one hears of in the news.
“[The play’s characters] keep
saying that Baghdad is a city of
dreams and poets, but now Bagh-
dad, as we talk about the Iraq War,
represents something so differ-
ent,” Shelby said. “Hopefully the
audience gets a sense of historical
perspective.”

The compelling story line
and rich setting of “The Arabian
Nights” give the audience mem-
bers a number of reasons to look
forward to it. “There’s so much

people can take from it senior

Andrea Allen, who plays Schehe-
razade, said. “You can go just to
hear a bunch of great stories, or
you can go to watch how complex
it is. There’s a lot of metaphor in it.
It's funny and dramatic”
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MENTORING YOUNG LEADERS

At ThreeEQ, we help empower and groom new generations of young global leaders.

L

Preparlng Young Leaders for Elite Universities and a Llfetlrhe of Success

STELLAR ACHIEVEMENTS: Possessing an uncanny ability to motivate and inspire both

students and parents, Mr. Jason Ma, our passionate founder and a longstanding life
coach, has successfully guided HUNDREDS of students in his career to admission by

elite universities and liberal arts colleges, including:

 Stanford and the Ivy League schools — Harvard, Princeton, Yale, Columbia, Penn,

Cornell, Dartmouth and Brown

« MIT, Caltech, UChicago, Duke, Johns Hopkins, Northwestern, Washington U in St.
Louis, Rice, UC Berkeley, UCLA, Notre Dame, Vanderbilt, Emory, Georgetown, USC,

Carnegie Mellon, Tufts, NYU/Stern

« Williams, Amherst, Swarthmore, Bowdoin, Wellesley, Pomona and Claremont

McKenna
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WE ARE GREAT AT: Elite College Planning/Applications/Admissions Guidance and
Integrated Life Coaching for High-Achieving Freshmen to Seniors.

A DISTINCTION: Uniquely recognized in the education industry, our leader Mr. Jason Ma
is honored to be selected by FORBES, the world’s #1 business publication, as its go-to
contributor who covers preparing for elite US college/university admissions and a
lifetime of leadership. Check out the articles on Mr. Ma's Forbes column on Mentoring
Young Leaders, blogs.forbes.com/jasonma.

Please contact us if you want the industry's best to guide and mentor you, bringing out
your authentic excellence.

Serious and sincere inquiries only please: CEO@ThreeEQ.com | (408) 8237768
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