


Welcome and congratulations ... 

Tills is Gunn Theatre's very first foray into the world of Brecht, and there are 
plenty of reasons we haven't gone here before ... First, it's hard: Bertoli 
Brecht's style of Epic Theatre is not instinctual; it keeps perfonners, designers, 
directors, and finally the audience itself on il5 intellectual toes throughout the 
process. It can also veer towards the didactic. and "Theatre With a Message" 
can get prelly tough going for all concemed. 

The good news atx>ut Brecht is how fun it can be to immerse into the world of 
the completely theatrical. Brecht's "alienation effect" would have the audience 
stay completely aware that lhi:) j:) a play. rather than get swept up (and, he 
would wam. aneuhetized by, a sentimental or stirring story or character. So he 
kepi things obviously in the context of a piece of theatre, using very theatrical 
means. In this production watch for a play within a play, a couple of narrators, 
characters who step out of the action to comment on it, songs which pop up out 
of nowhere to keep the audience in an analytical state of mind. and other 
obvious techniques which endeavor to lei the audience peek behind the mask 
of conventianaithealre. Watch for these and more fun Brecht trademarks. and 
fill out the quiz on the back of the program for the chance to win a free copy of 
"Das Kapital." 

The Cauca.sian Chalk Cire/I! was written in 1944, when Brecht. exiled from 
Nazi Germany. was living in Califamia. Hoping for a quick and successful 
end to WWIl, thi s play, more than any of his darker earlier works. betrays a 
suspicious optimism and faith in an actual hopeful future. The play is really 
two stories, first about Grusha. a young peasant woman who protects an infant 
prince abandoned by his selfish mother in the chaos of escaping a cit)' in revolt. 
After intennission, the story changes gears and we follow the tale of Azdak, 
the drunken and corrupt judge who will ultimately decide who shall claim the 
child. Brecht ' s exploration of ownership is an ell.traordinary defense of the 
notion that the one who can best use, or cultivate. or benefit from a thing is the 
rightful owner. 

The prologue. originally a Marxist dispute over who shall take charge of a 
fertile valley, has been vigorously rewritten by ca-student director David 
Feinstein and deals with a valley more familiar to us all. If we can indeed walk 
out of the theatre not only dazzled by grand emotions, but having thought a 
little about real issues which we face right here in our own town, even the 
difficult Mr. Brecht might give a restrained nod of approval. ___ -r, 
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COMING ATIRACTIONS 

GILBERT AND SUll.I\IAN·S "THE PIRATES Of PENZANCE"! 
MARCH a. 9.10. IS. 16. 112001 

SnJOENT DIRECTED ONE-ACTS: 
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