




The Gunn Theatre Department Proudly Presents 

Spring '95 Student Directecl 
One-Acts 

And Mama Do You Love Me? 
Written and directed by Molly Hersage 

Santa Claus; A Morality 
bye. e. cummings 

Directed by Samuel M. Anderson 
and Nicole Reich-Weiser 

Red Cross 
by Sam Shepard 

Directed by Ethan Ryan 

The War in Heaven 
by Sam Shepard and Joseph Chaikin 

Directed by Mary Heather Cogar and Alexi Zeller 

Low Frequency 
Written and Directed by Rob "Rocky" Rakove 

Words, Words, Words 
by Davirllves 

Directed by Matt Horn 

There will be a fifteen minute intennission. 
Please, no food or drink ill the Studio Theatre . 



Cast 

And Mama Do You Love Me? 

Shelly 
Doctor 
Sally 
Ray 

Santa Claus: A Morality 

Santa Claus 
Death 
Woman 
Child 
Mob 

Red Cross 

Carol 
Jim 
Maid 
Mary Magdalene 

Elyse K1eidon 
Jason Selznick 
Mickii Cheng 
Bobby Kamin 

Jordan Allen-Dutton 
Kristen Sandberg 
Talia Kirschner 
Claire McCabe 
Shana Barchas 
Alex Hanawalt 
Abe Heifets 
Tiffany Medina 
Alex Merilo 
Rachel Mills 
Kevin Ng 
Karen Wang 
Becky Zuanich 

Lindsey Selden 
Jesse Merlin 
Jenni Witt 
Malena Fittill!t 



The War in Heaven 

Angel 
Ensemble 

Low Frequency 

A 
B 

Words, Words, Words 

Milton 
Swifl 
Kafka 

Laura Slinger 
Anya Collier 
Brian Flegel 
Naomi Hamburger 
Nick Junkerman 
Joni Marshburn 
Kalie-Jo Melena 
Nal Pickering 
Irene Varfolomeeva 

David Kramer 
Audrey Hannah 

James Holloway 
Hadar Belkin 
Erin Jacklin 

Special Thanks to: 
Flegel's Fine Home Furnishings 



And M.ima Do You Love Me? 
J think this is a play that forces its characters to deal with 

reality . The main characer, Shelly, is living in an incredibly 
destructive household which her mother created. Shelly is faced 
with the decision to escape the situation and ri sk losing her 
mother, or she can continue to stay in a place in which her life is 
endangered. Jt is Shelly 's struggle to decide between these two 
options, and her final course of action, that is the true theme of 
this play. 

I wrote this play because I wanted people to know that 
they have a choice to change their lives. Oftentimes we are so 
caught up in a relationship or situation that we cannot see a way 
out. Every time I see SheUy in this play I am stiU amazed at the 
strength of her character. I am inspired by her detennination and 
her spirit, but most of all I envy her ability to get out. That ability 
is something most people do not yet possess. 

Thank you to my talented cast and crew. You have made 
a dream of mine come to life. 

-Molly Hersage 

When e.e. cummings, (famed American poet and lower­
case-letter proponent,) gave a series of appropriately entitled 
"Non-Lectures" in 1953 he chose to end with a reading of Santa 
Claus. It was balanced by a diary on communism, ("a fanatical 
religion of irreligion,") and was meant to portray capitalism, 
("omnivorous soda! hypocrisy .") He described the play thusly: 

"Whereas a world rises to fall, a spirit descends to 
ascend," and then rambled through a lot of schtuff about "Love" 
and "the Artist. .. 

What does it mean? For us, Santa Claus became a 
metaphorical summary of the life of the artist in free (market) 
America. The artist tries to give, but he may only survive if he 
succumbs to commercialism. It is only after his body is taken by 
death that he, through his work, may rediscover the essentials of 
love, innocence, and understanding. Written in 1946, but living in 
1995, Santa is less a spherical elf and more an emotional being. 

-Sam Anderson and Nicole Reich-Weiser 
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