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When Sam Shepard wrote Red Cross, he certainly didn't
have in mind what you're seeing tonight. At the same time, we are
true to his script in that there is nothing left out. Red Cross as
you're about to see it is about symbolism and its use and abuse in
theatre. The true test of the audience here is not to "figure it out”
but rather to discern between what is sincere and what is jest.
Like many of Shepard's works, Red Cross is brilliant in that he
has created three characters that you could easily pass on the
street at any point in time, but presents them in a very different
and unusual light. In effect, Shepard says that we all have our
own little tLt.‘!zlrks and that your neighbor, and probably even you,
are just as bizarre as the people on stage.

-Ethan Ryan

Sam Shepard and Joseph Chaikin had been long-time friends and
collaborators when, in 1984, Joseph Chaikin was hospitalized
with a stroke. They began to work on The War in Heaven as a
healing process, incorporating Shepard's poetry with Chaikin's
recovering speech patterns.

We have the great fortune of working with a cast who had
the curiosity and absolute willingness to explore words, thoughts,
and actions as an ensemble through rehearsals, vigils, and quests
for food. Special thanks to Brian for allowing us to knock out his
teeth. Thank you all, and remember:

“You can make a fresh start with your dying breath.”

-Berthold Brecht

-Mary Heather Cogar and Alexi Zeller

It's been a terrific experience work‘u? with Gunn Theatre
for the past three years. For my directorial debut | owe thanks to
the following people: Greg Bratman, Dusty Brown, Jordan and
Alexi for advice and encouragement, Jim Shelby for guidance and
for taking a chance with me, and Audrey and Kramer for patiently
putting up with their rookie director and giving 110%. Lastly, |
should thank Hall of Fame pitcher Steve "Lefty” Carlton for being
the nut he is. About the play, remember this:

The truth is out there.

-Rob "Rocky" Rakove

Monkey see, monkey do. A little monkey business is always
important.
-Matt Hormn
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