


ThiS is a play which, though inspired by the awful events 

in Laramie, Wyoming in 1998 is really a remarkable 

exploration into what it means to be American in all of our 

stunning diversity. And certainly recent events across the 

bay in Newark make it clear that hatred and fear aren't just 

values from Somewhere Else. I love this play because it 

bends over backward to find the human and sympathetic in 
all of its 70-plus characters, not just those who espouse 

political views with which the playwrights agree. 

Laramie is just the stepping off point for this challenging 

piece, one unlike anything Gunn Theatre has undertaken 

before, and we are so glad you can be part of our journey 
as we explore issues of faith, sexual preference, acceptance 

versus tolerance, family, group identity and political 

activism. 

"Go home, give your kids a hug, and don't let a day go by 

without telling them you love them." 
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AUTJ{OR'S.NOTE 
I7y Moise, Kr,Mjnwn 

Tttc Laramie Project was written through a unique ~laboratioD by Tectonic 
TPe<Jter Project During the y~r-and·a-half development Qf the pia)" members of 
~e com\lMy and I tmveled to Laramie six times to cpnduct interviews, then 
condllcted several workshopfj in wl\lch th~ members. of the company presentlXl. 
materials and.wted as dramaturgs in the creation of the play. 

A, the \'Olume of material grew with each additional lflP \0 Lammi" a small 
writers' grOl,lp from within th~ company be~an to wo~ cipsely with me to further 
O{gapizc and edit the mateFial. coodqct additional research itt l-arwnie, and 
CQllabordte on the writing of the play. This SlOOP Was 1c4 by Leigh FoQdak,owsk.i 
lUI Head Writer, \\;th Stephen lk1ber ilnd Oreg Pierotti as A~ale Writers, 

A, we gO( closer to the play'$ first introduction in Denver, the actors, including 
Steppen Seiber ;md Oreg Pierotti, turned their focus to performance, while Leigh 

R>odakowski cc;mtinued to woO;. with me OIl dIafts of the play, as dig Stephen 
V{angb, ,!"ho by then hadjoincd us as:an Associate Writer apd "bench ~~h. " 



Jevano BolUJuin -- Rcbc:cca Hilliker, Trish Steger, Murdock Cooper, 
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Arhhy Windham - Amanda Gronich, Alison Mears. Waitress, Anonymous, 
Tiffany Edwards. Sherry Johnson. Forepcrson 
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Erial ~ Tbe pI.y hal manqcd to be. repmanlltion d 0tI'" lOCiety', CllPKily 10 both h/lle 
lind 10 Io¥ .. And it ha been ~ hard 10 rN!ly reet tbIIl bite. but il feel, '" aood 10 blow thM I 
don'l hive 10 f.oe lhal ¥«y dim In my life. 

A.~ 00.'""* - It ha been incrcd!bIe 10 be pII1 d aucb In IfnIZinl experitnoe. 'The Larwnte 
~M i, I pllY dill needllO be perl'ormed e" .. y....heJe. not only bc.;:au II deIIl WIth hIle. 
but becIuJe it deal. with tolerance IIld IIX:e:pl.W1CC. That I' what peopte hnve 10 undentand, TIu, 
ptlY hal taught me 10 Io6erato lind u:epl 

O,.,.tHt DtJ., •• - ~ The 1...aratnJe Protect" 1111'1 Iboul Malthew Sheperd, ii', IOOUI llOWnjolted by 
rtalilyand how it rdlecled on the world. A, mcmbm d this calot. our job i. not to tell }'OU what 
or what not 1O!hink. but simply 10 help)'OY ideallfy illUCllhll worth thinkl"l Iboul,IO IClvc 
you with JOmCthina. 

"Good I' <::OfIlU\J out devil " 
·DcnOI' Shepard 

!'he truth I' OOITlInl out. H 

.RCbea:I Hilhl:« 
"'tu'JfU'f'l GonIH -I think we all need 10 retped everyone', belief •. Tlul doesn't me.! we have to 

Ip. It only ~ _ hive 10 accept Many pcopk: l.bInk. thI.1how tUndI for '1', eX; 10 be 
JaY H I think thl. thow repretentl the respect we need 1O.row 10.11 di(fcr.:nllypct of people. 
Amena i, extremely diverse. Thl' II why we need 10 rcaliu the importanoc d &tltinl rid d 
hate lind .:cepIInl our d.(ferenoel. Lovc il rdlcclcO In love. 10 IpI'eai II everywherel 

Brod H.m. - In I piece thai hal been 10 clOI.Ided Ot'Cf by mear.aaes d hate and W'IIlict. it i, cuy to 
forF' IhIl 'Tbe Ladmle Pro)ccc "fully tIM I foundation d love. Here __ prexntcd .,111 

lUI peopc who have IlIdI wonderful fcelinp and lenllmcntl for IheIr IovUl, fll'lUhes and e~tn 
N 1ItIn ...... Ir 1hI' pIIy hM Mly perION1I mtII'I" (or me, it i, dIIII.",.. rally need 10 u~ 
the lewe we recl for thoIcwwnd 1M uncondItIOnIIIly. arpccaaIly In luna dlou Md lTIpdy 

CIdtJ,,, lAtI~ -In the thfN; moothl we're IptfII work!1lJ m thI. 5how, the molt Important Ifu", 

I've Ic.ntd I' 00w 10 be I mtmbcr d In entemble. TI .. producbon ~dn'l hive WOIted had 
we not had wch. uOifiecl· and woodcrl'ul, culind crew. 

Dolt MD~ ,·Iam «:aItie about !hi. pili)' becauIc!.here. i. 10 mucft 10 be IakcII home,lUclJ 11\ 

eclectic ImIY d idees, idcal ,1I1d belief .. And everyone won'lllke cverythinl, bul thcrtl Will be 
JUmClliinl (Of III tIW .tow dillinctly Milt raoundilll faroe, be il the .wett or the tad, the 
hope or the lfqCdy. ~'IIO much in hero tl'llt thml"lOmCltunlfor everyone. ul:e lilli, 
bountifl.ll tmorpbord for the mind IrId heart lind !hcte', room aI the t.Iible (or II I, 10 pil out. 

er.t,,,.,., - What.. wonderful Wly 10 really u.pIore wtIIt hIppenecI. WIlli hunG'OdI d IrtlCls 
IItIdIklna. )'OY 1IW1'JS miu the rCliIlory. IIcre. we hI~e bunch d people beln.~, and 
II)'Inl all the thinp that they l'1C¥er hid. chInce 10 MY, no matlcr bow In UII.P.e. it iL Whal 
belkr Wly 10 honor dill uqedy than to be I04aIly!melt boch With bow horrible it 1111', II well 
.. lhowJn, the world All the JOOd thai it has brouBhI and all the people iu bound IOgCthef 

RIHIUt ~ - To me, 1bc I...InmIe P!qcc:t '"il~ IOd iltlpOfUnt pllY It ~on 101Nfl)' 
important iMucs IMI need 10 be louched on II'Id spoken about Thu hal been such iII1 

enliJllteninl experiena:: for me II hal been 10 physically and trnOticnaIly inleNe for me and I 
1m ~ happy that I SOl 10 be IpIf1 d IUCh 1111 IWCIOITIe expc:rienee. 

AOhd R~ - I think that we IhouId atljUl( realbe that peopt In people. JUit becaWit you 
happen 10 hive dllT~ cdored Ikln, or lted. celUin ICX, or like I certain IIU., doeIn'l_ 
you.re Icy d I pc:m!I, Thai could vtry wdl be you, II eMY" it could be them. On the arne 
tope, pcq!Io who l..-e Ind 1II.lIC:k0Chm we people .. wdllnddclen't bile Of prejudice juIl .. 
much (or .. tilde) II tbelr 1arJeII. 
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NtU~-It'salwa~ strucl: me It!I II bit odd Ihm I" striugh!. while, m .. 1!e. mould care 10 

p8.'IIiorwely IIixluI ~ ThiJ show has tHugh\ me !IO much about ho¥.'! perotive IRI 
subooniciously judge people. If I make ooe lIudtenoe member.leriously thmk aboullhelf 0y!1I 
perceptiortJ, il l' nil haye been wonh II. ThiS ploy, for me. i , alillhout gray fifea-.. We lJeed 10 
ren1(:mber thall'lClth!nltS ever btack atId Wbi~ 

SMiIII VlJrId - "ro be noOOdy but yourseli HI a w'Ofld wlllch is doing its best. nlghl and cia). IQ make 
you evtrybody dse me.Vl$ 10 fight LOe hardc$I OOltle ",hich lilly human bellIg can right Mid 
!leI er ~op fightllll" 

-E.E. Cummln~s 
We we lucky 10 live In a country ... 1'ltfe ~ CIfI perfOfm' play like dn~. howl:n:f, we alj() lIVe 

In II country where ',\.'e need 10 perform II plfty like Ihls. It'i not about tolerating ell(:h other It's 

about atXepMI!; eadI other and leaving the judgemenl \0 God 

NhkJ WilMfballf '- The rlIill falls OflUle grutmd glvmg the tarth life and death The orange!! and 

llreens of the Irte!I give me r\e~ound hope IlrId !.ahlllion. My WiSheS btwIoe thofc of ptace and 

love. "nd when!he broken·h(arted people. h' log in the ",'OrId agree, there will he tIKI amiwer. 
Let II Be. And MOUlL'f Mary d~$ come to me and speaks those words 0( ",;sdom aoolclls me 

10 Jove and I do, Sometilnell nOUnng will stop the hate inSIde human bei~ but I choose 10 leam 
from the 90UJ 0( my netghbor lind respoct MOlhe\' Earth And alw to pay attention to tho8e who 
choo8e to nak beaiuse,l mctlI1, aren't they the <InC$ woo ~ the 1TlO6I10\'~ 0( aU? 

student director: 
Rt1f" GfH'Ikrt - Thefe i. II Ctu~ Provl.'fb that goes: 

'11' there is hght in the JOUI, 
The«: 1'0,11 be beauty In the penon. 
If there is beauty in the pertOll, 

There will be harmony in the house. 
If there is harmony III the hoose. 

There will be order In the Aallion. 
If ~ is order in the nal1on, 
There will be peace in the ""orId." 
'IlIank you forbcing here 9.,th iii.. 

stage manager: 
A.kx MIIUOI'J - Ru1 people have prejudk:el Real people hate, Thi, play is aboul real pwpIc After 

,'.-oOOng on dns play for twtl months, I have a greater understanding d thll, and I ca'I pnpomt 
my Qwn prejudices and eliminate them, And 1 only hope lhallhe audi~ leavClleeing their 
own halTed, and wanting to change. When ctlildren are ast.ed, '"What do you wMt 10 do ",hen 
you grow up?" Many c:l the aniwmllre " WIIOIIO be prc'sident"Or '1 want to change $e 
woI'1d," four me, this Jhow is II way I ClIn affecl a tiny portion Q( people'. hves in II vel')' IN-ge 
way Tlwlnk you all for giving me this chance. 

'\ ~--------------------
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upcoming events: 
Gunn Theatre Department Presents 

Spring Musical! 
April 3 , 4 , 5 , 9 , 10, 11, 12 

Student Directed One-Acts 
May 22 , 23 , 24 , 29 , 3D , 31 
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